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A little about the presenter…

Thurston S. Smith, MPA, LAC, CCS
Website:  www.pcgpllc.com/about
Email:  Teesmith1@hotmail.com
Phone: (901) 825-4492 

Thurston Smith is a retired executive career-field civil servant with over 25 years of experience in counseling, 
public policy, and community advocacy.  He’s served as chairman of the Shelby County Juvenile Justice 
Consortium, chairman of the Charleston County Foster Care Review Board, and is a Child & Youth Program 
Surveyor for CARF International.  A national trainer in behavioral health, Thurston currently serves on the 
NAADAC Public Policy Committee in Alexandria, Virginia: https://www.naadac.org/public-policy  -
committee?staff=6200
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A little more about the visionary…
Dr. Frank E. Ray, Sr., is a seasoned biblical scholar,  author, and charismatic theological orator with over 50 
years of service to the Christian Ministry.  As a renowned ecumenical leader, Dr. Ray is a frequently sought-
after speaker throughout the United States and abroad.  Among his many honors, Dr. Ray is a successful 
recording artist and esteemed lecturer for the National Baptist Convention, USA, Inc. 
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Overview 
The impact of juvenile crime, truancy, and violence are growing concerns 

within Memphis and Shelby County.  The need for community-based 
strategies and other innovative methods, which include evidence-based 
interventions could not be more apparent.  

According to the U.S. Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Programs 
(OJJDP, 2020), the establishment of effective public policy and intervention 
strategies to prevent and reduce juvenile crime and violence requires a solid 
knowledge base and a firm commitment to comprehensive approaches, such 
as trauma-informed care and other competency-based methods. 
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Target Objectives:
• Review juvenile crime statistics 

• Explore risk factors contributing to juvenile 
crime and delinquency 

• Discuss the role of the church and faith 
community in juvenile justice advocacy and 
policy reform



Trends & Statistics: 



Scope of the Problem:
“In 2018, 728,280 children were arrested across the United States. Black 
children are 2.5 times more likely to be arrested than other ethnic groups 
and are committed and detained at a rate 5 times higher than Whites. 
Black children are also 9 times more likely than Whites to receive adult 
prison sentences.   - Children’s Defense Fund 



2020 Juvenile Detention Statistics

Detention Admissions Reception & Release
Black Females: 68                                                             Black Females:  78                             
Black Males:  491                                                              Black Males: 279
White Females: 5                                                              White Females: 15
White Males: 51                                                                White Males: 32
Other Females: 3                                                               Other Females: 3
Other Males: 6                                                                   Other Males: 14
__________________                                                     ________________
Total: 622                                                                            Total:  421



Approximately 4,500 
children are housed in 

adult jails or adult 
prisons on any given 

day in America.



Murders in Shelby County

38.3% Increase



Juvenile Delinquency in Shelby County

27.3% Decrease



Factors Contributing to Juvenile Crime and Delinquency 

Factors Contributing to Juvenile Crime and Delinquency 



Risk Factors…

“The prevention of delinquency is a complex problem with 
no simple solutions.  Researchers have concluded that there is 
no single path to delinquency, yet the presence of several risk 
factors often increases a youth’s chance of offending.”

- Michael Shader 



According to the National Police 
Foundation, the assignment of Caucasian 
police officers to police poor, predominantly 
black neighborhoods who have had little or 
no social contact with this group is a recipe 
for disaster (Williams, 2019). 

Racially motivated police brutality on 
African Americans predates contemporary 
society and is deeply rooted in the historical 
practices of slave patrols.

Overaggressive Policing



Distorted Messages…

“The most consistent source of portrayals of African 
American men as dangerous, and the source generally 
perceived by the public as being the most credible, is 
television news.”

- Dr. Randolph G. Potts, Clinical Psychologist 



Social Risk Factors…
ü Poverty  

ü Poor Self Esteem 

ü Family Dysfunction

ü Peer Pressure 

ü Single Parent Upbringing

ü Overaggressive Policing

ü Inadequate Schools



Other Risk Factors…
ü Mental Illness 

ü Suspension from School

ü History of Trauma

ü Homelessness 

ü Substance Abuse

üDevelopmental Disorders

üFamily History of Criminality 



“Train up a child in the way he 
should go; and when he is old, he 
will not depart from it.”

- Proverbs 22:6

A Look at Faith-Based 
Strategies  



Research on Faith-Based Approaches

“Religion or faith-based programming can aid the moral development 
of individuals and expose youth to positive role models that can 
demonstrate prosocial behavior and reinforce the pro-social behavior 
exhibited by youth.”

- Morgan Cox & Betsy Matthews, Eastern Kentucky University  



Juvenile Justice & Delinquency Prevention 
Reauthorization Act of 2015:

• Supports faith-based/community programs

• Encourages reliance on evidenced-based practices  

• Promotes the rehabilitation of youth offenders in detention centers 
through education and related supports

• Seeks to improve the treatment and response for juveniles with mental 
health and substance abuse conditions





Strategies for Churches and Nonprofits 

q Promote partnerships between churches and other non-profit programs 
with juvenile justice system

q Host expungement clinics and similar initiatives at your church 

q Advocate for the use of drug courts and other pre-trial intervention methods as 
alternatives to incarceration for non-violent drug offenses, misdemeanors, and 
minor probation infractions

q Speak frequently with your local and state legislators 



More Strategies…
• Pursue grants and other funding opportunities for local youth initiatives 

• Promote community reintegration/re-entry programming for juveniles 
discharging from detention centers 

• Include youth, whenever possible, in local violence prevention and truancy 
reduction initiatives  

• Emphasize the importance of post-secondary schools and vocational training
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Related Programs and Resources
Juvenile Intervention & Faith-Based Follow-up
https://www.jiffyouth.org/

Memphis Youth Career Development Program (Greater Memphis Chamber)
www.memphischamber.com/Community

Shelby County Juvenile Justice Consortium 
https://www.shelbycountytn.gov/2615/Juvenile-Justice-Consortium

Tennessee Department of Mental Health 
https://www.tn.gov/behavioral-health/substance-abuse-services/faith-
based-initiatives.html
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Perspectives from Shelby County

“Juvenile justice is an area that deserves critical attention in our 
community and these efforts should be comprehensively focused on
workforce development, job training and post-secondary education. 
Treatment for mental health and adverse childhood experiences should 
be readily available...”




