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Introduction 

There is something about a bridge that is fascinating. Take, for example, 

San Francisco's Golden Gate Bridge, one of the world's longest single-

span suspension bridges. Its rust-colored structure is strikingly beautiful 

when partially shrouded in a morning fog and illuminated by rising sun. 

Another breathtaking view can be had atop Colorado's Royal Gorge 

Bridge. The bridge has a total length of 1,260 feet and is suspended 1,053 

feet above the Arkansas River, which flows through the bottom of the 

canyon below. This height makes The Royal Gorge Bridge the world's 

highest suspension bridge and one of America's most spectacular 

attractions. But if those two engineering masterpieces are not enough to 

awe the tourist, try Florida's seemingly never-ending Tampa Bay Bridge 

spanning some seventeen miles on Florida's gulf coast. 

How do they do that? How do they build a bridge to connect two land 

masses thousands of feet, or even many miles, apart over choppy seas or 

across towering cliffs? It seems almost an impossible achievement. There 

are answers, of course. Answers that involve elaborate construction 

processes. A qualified structural engineer specializing in bridge design 

could tell you of the theory and process of bridge building that are behind 

such accomplishments. But, for the uninformed or the inexperienced, 

building a bridge is still a mystery. 

In much the same way, effective Bible teaching seems to be a bridge-

building task only a few have mastered. Consider the assignment. The 

Bible teacher must build a bridge from the ancient world of the Bible to 

the modern world of the student. It is a bridge that crosses both time and 

cultural boundaries. This bridge must take the student into a society far 

different from his own and back again. But it must span still further. The 

student must be able to cross not only to the past but to his own future as 

well. The teacher must help the student construct a bridge that will carry 

biblical principles from the world of Abraham, David, Jesus, and Paul to 

one of stock markets, inner-city housing projects, high school hallways, 

and the Internet. This is no easy bridge-building project, but it can be 
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done. God's Word is "living and active. Sharper than any double-edged 

sword, it penetrates" (Heb. 4:12). It is contemporary. It is relevant. But it 

is the teacher who has the task of aiding the student in seeing Scripture's 

relevance. Such a bridge-building task demands Bible teachers. 

 

Basic Journey 

This journey works on the premise that the Bible is a record of God’s 

communication of himself and his will to us. We revere the Bible and treat 

it as holy because it is the Word of God and because God reveals himself 

to us through this Word. Many texts in the Bible are specific, concrete, 

revelatory expressions of broader, universal realities or theological 

principles. While the specifics of a particular passage may only apply to 

the particular situation of the biblical audience, the theological principles 

revealed in that text are applicable to all of God’s people at all times. The 

theological principle, therefore, has meaning and application both to the 

ancient biblical audience and to Christians today. 

Because the theological principle has meaning and application to both 

audiences, it functions as a bridge spanning the river of differences. Rather 

than blindly wading out into the river, foolishly attempting to jump across 

the river in one short hop, or wishfully gazing at the other shore without 

ever crossing, we can safely cross over the river on the bridge that the 

theological principle provides. Constructing this principlizing bridge will 

be one of the critical steps in our Interpretive Journey. 

Thus, our journey starts with a careful reading of the text. Our 

destination is to grasp the meaning of the text so that it changes our lives. 

It is an exciting trip, but one that requires hard work. There are no easy 

shortcuts. 

The basic Interpretive Journey involves four steps: 

 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Heb+4%3A12
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Step 1: Grasping the Text in Their Town 

Question: What did the text mean to the biblical audience? 

The first part of Step 

1 is to read the text 

carefully and observe it. 

In Step 1, try to see as 

much as possible in the 

text. Look, look, and 

look again, observing all 

that you can. Scrutinize 

the grammar and 

analyze all significant 

words. Likewise, study 

the historical and literary 

contexts. How does your 

passage relate to those 

that precede it and those 

that follow it? 

After completing all of 

this study, synthesize the 

meaning of the passage 

for the biblical audience 

into one or two 

sentences. That is, write 

out what the passage 

meant for the biblical 

audience. Use past-tense 

verbs and refer to the 

biblical audience. For 

example: 

God commanded the 

Israelites in Joshua 1 to … 

Paul exhorted the Ephesians to … 

Jesus encouraged his disciples by … 
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Be specific. Do not generalize or try to develop theological principles 

yet. 

Step 2: Measuring the Width of the River to Cross 

Question: What are the differences between the biblical audience and 

us? 

 

As mentioned above, the Christian today is separated from the biblical 

audience by differences in culture, language, situation, time, and often 

covenant. These differences form a river that hinders us from moving 

straight from meaning in their context to meaning in ours. The width of the 

river, however, varies from passage to passage. Sometimes it is extremely 
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wide, requiring a long, substantial bridge for crossing. Other times, 

however, it is a narrow creek that we can easily hop over. It is obviously 

important to know just how wide the river is before we start trying to 

construct a principlizing bridge across it. 

In Step 2 you will take a good hard look at the river and determine just 

how wide it is for the passage you are studying. In this step you look for 

significant differences between our situation today and the situation of the 

biblical audience. If you are studying an Old Testament passage, also be 

sure to identify those significant theological differences that came as a 

result of the life and work of Jesus Christ. 

In addition, whether in the Old Testament or in the New Testament, try 

to identify any unique aspects of the situation of your passage. For 

example, in Joshua 1:1–9, the people of Israel are preparing to enter the 

Promised Land. Moses has just died and Joshua has been appointed to take 

his place. In this passage God speaks to Joshua to encourage him to be 

strong and faithful in the upcoming conquest of the land. What are the 

differences? We are not entering or conquering the Promised Land. We are 

not the new leaders of the nation of Israel. We are not under the old 

covenant. 
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Step 3: Crossing the Principlizing Bridge 

Question: What is the theological principle in this text? 

This is perhaps the most challenging step. In it you are looking for the 

theological principle or principles that are reflected in the meaning of the 

text you identified in Step 1. Remember that this theological principle is 

part of the meaning. Your task is not to create the meaning but to discover 

the meaning intended by the author. As God gives specific expressions to 

specific biblical audiences, he is also giving universal theological teachings 

for all of his people through these same texts. 

 

To determine the theological principle, first recall the differences you 

identified in Step 2. Next, try to identify any similarities between the 

situation of the biblical audience and our situation. For example, consider 
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Joshua 1:1–9 again. Recall, of course, the differences that we identified in 

Step 2. But then note the similarities between the biblical situation and our 

own. We are also the people of God, in covenant relationship (new 

covenant); while we are not the leaders of Israel, nonetheless many of us 

are in leadership positions in the church; we are not invading the Promised 

Land, but we are seeking to obey the will of God and to accomplish what 

he has commanded us to do. 

After reviewing the differences and identifying the similarities, return to 

the meaning for the biblical audience that you described in Step 1 and try 

to identify a broader theological principle reflected in the text, but also one 

that relates to the similarities between us and the biblical audience. In 

essence, the theological principle is the same as the “theological message” 

or the “main theological point” of the passage. We will use this theological 

principle as the principlizing bridge by which we can cross over the river 

of differences. 

We can summarize the criteria for formulating the theological principle 

with the following: 

The principle should be reflected in the text. 

The principle should be timeless and not tied to a specific situation. 

The principle should not be culturally bound. 

The principle should correspond to the teaching of the rest of 

Scripture. 

The principle should be relevant to both the biblical and the 

contemporary audience. 

Write out the theological principle (or principles) in one or two 

sentences. Use present-tense verbs. 
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Step 4: Grasping the Text in Our Town 

Question: How should individual Christians today live out the 

theological principles? 

 
In Step 4 we apply the theological principle to the specific situation of 

individual Christians in the church today. We cannot leave the meaning of 

the text stranded in an abstract theological principle. We must now grapple 

with how we should respond to that principle in our town. How does it 

apply in real-life situations today? 

While for each passage there will usually be only a few (and often only 

one) theological principles relevant for all Christians today, there will be 

numerous applicational possibilities. This is because Christians today find 

themselves in many different specific situations. Each of us will grasp and 

apply the same theological principle in slightly different ways, depending 

on our current life situation and where we are in our relationship with God. 
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In our illustration, we have tried to show the different applications possible 

by showing different individuals traveling on different streets.  

So, the Interpretive Journey; as a whole looks like this: 

Basics of the Journey 

The ultimate benefit of firsthand Bible study is that you will fall in love 

with the Author. You see, it’s hard to fall in love by proxy. Sermons, books, 

commentaries, and so on—those can be wonderful resources to spiritual 

growth. But they are all secondhand. If you want to know God directly, 

you need to encounter His Word directly. 

Yet even Bible study can become an end in itself, if you let it. One of the 

great problems believers have today is that often we know more about the 

Scriptures than we know about the God of the Scriptures. But my Bible 

tells me: “Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the 

heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him” 

(1 Corinthians 2:9 KJV). 

God has prepared incredible things for you. The Scriptures are His 

appointed means for bringing them to you. 

Costs 

But there are costs involved. The riches of God are free, but they are not 

cheap. Bible study places several expectations on you. Let me mention 

three. 

Openness to study 

Scripture does not yield its fruit to the lazy. Like any other discipline of 

life, Bible study pays off in proportion to how much of an effort you make. 

The greater the investment, the greater the reward. 

Openness to God 

As I said earlier, the ultimate aim of Bible study is to know God. The 

question is, do you want to know Him intimately? Is that what you're after? 

If so, He promises to honor your diligence in the Word. 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+2%3A9
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For example, notice what Psalm 1:2 says about the person who wants to 

be “blessed” by God: “His delight is in the law of the Lord, and on His 

law he meditates day and night.” Everyone wants God’s blessing. But are 

we “delighting” in His Word and making it a central focus of our mind 

“day and night”? 

Openness to change 

The Bible was written not to be studied but to change our lives. Life-change 

is the product we are after. Yet there is nothing the human heart resists 

more than change. Spiritual growth, however, is a commitment to change. 

Keep in mind our goal is to grasp the meaning of the text God has intended.  

We do not create meaning out of a text; rather we seek to find the meaning 

that is already there.  However, we recognize we cannot apply the meaning 

for the ancient audience directly to us today because of the river that 

separates us (culture, time, situation, covenant, etc.).  Following the steps 

of the Interpretive Journey provides us with a procedure that allows us to 

take the meaning of the ancient audience and to cross over the river to 

determine a legitimate meaning for us today. 

 This journey works on the premise that the Bible is a record of God’s 

communication of himself and his will to us.  We revere the Bible and treat 

it as holy because it is the Word of God and because God revels himself to 

us through his Word. Many texts in the bible are specific, concrete, 

revelatory expressions of broader, universal realities or theological 

principles. While the specifics of a particular passage may only apply to 

the particular situation of the biblical audience, the theological principle, 

therefore, has meaning and application both to the ancient biblical audience 

and to Christians today. 

 Because the theological principle has meaning and application to 

both audiences, it functions as a bridge spanning the river of differences. 

Rather than blindly wading out into the river, foolishly attempting to jump 

across the river in one short hop, or wishfully gazing at the other shore 

without ever crossing, we can safely cross the riover on the bridge that the 

theological principle provides. Constructing this principlizing bridge will 

be one of the critical steps in our Interpretive Journey.  

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ps+1%3A2
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 Thus our journey starts with a careful reading of the text. Our 

destination is to grasp the meaning of the text so that it changes our lives. 

It is an exciting trip, but one that requires hard work.  There are no easy 

shortcuts.  The first step in personal Bible study is to make several 

observations about the passage or book you are studying. Like a good 

detective, train your eyes to see the obvious and the not so obvious. You 

can learn to do this by bombarding the book or passage with questions. 

Rudyard Kipling once wrote: 

~Notes~ 

_________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
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I have six faithful serving men 

Who taught me all I know, 

Their names are What and Where and When 

And How and Why and Who. 

1. Who—Who is the author of the book? To whom is he writing? Who 

are the major and minor characters? 

2. Where—Where do the events occur? Are there any references to 

towns, cities, provinces? If so, look these up in a Bible atlas or on a map. 

(Many Bibles include maps.) If you are reading a letter, where do the 

recipients live? 

3. When—Are there any references to the time, day, month or year, or 

to when events took place in relation to other events? 

4. What—What actions or events are taking place? What words or 

ideas are repeated or are central to the passage? What is the mood 

(joyous, somber)? 

5. Why—Does the passage offer any reasons, explanations, statements 

of purpose? 

6. How—How is the passage written? Is it a letter, speech, poem, 

parable? Does the author use any figures of speech (similes, metaphors)? 

How is it organized (around ideas, people, geography)? 

By probing a book or passage with questions, you will uncover many 

important facts. As you discover them, write them down so you can refer 

to them later. 
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The importance of careful observation cannot be overstressed since 

your observations will form the basis for your interpretations. In one of 

his most baffling cases, Sherlock Holmes commented to Watson: “I 

had . . .come to an entirely erroneous conclusion, which shows, my dear 

Watson, how dangerous it always is to reason from insufficient data.”  

~Notes~ 

_________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
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New Testament Passage to Consider” Luke 9:37-42 

37. And it came to pass, that on the next day, when they were come down 

from the hill, much people met him. 38. And, behold, a man of the 

company cried out, saying, Master, I beseech thee, look upon my son: for 

he is mine only child. 39. And, lo, a spirit taketh him, and he suddenly 

crieth out; and it teareth him that he foameth again, and bruising him 

hardly departeth from him. 40. And I besought thy disciples to cast him 

out; and they could not. 41. And Jesus answering said, O faithless and 

perverse generation, how long shall I be with you, and suffer you? Bring 

thy son hither. And as he was yet a coming, the devil threw him down, 

and tare him. 42. And Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit, and healed the 

child, and delivered him again to his father. 

Matthew                            

14. And when they were 

come to the multitude, 

there came to him a certain 

man, kneeling down to 

him, and saying, 15. Lord, 

have mercy on my son: for 

he is lunatick, and sore 

vexed: for ofttimes he 

falleth into the fire, and oft 

into the water. 16. And I 

brought him to thy 

disciples, and they could 

not cure him. 17. Then 

Jesus answered and said, O 

faithless and perverse 

generation, how long shall I 

be with you? how long 

shall I suffer you? bring 

him hither to me. 18. And 

Jesus rebuked the devil; 

and he departed out of him: 

and the child was cured 

from that very hour. 19. 

Then came the disciples to 

Jesus apart, and said, Why 

could not we cast him out? 

20. And Jesus said unto 

them, Because of your 

unbelief: for verily I say 

unto you, If ye have faith as 

a grain of mustard seed, ye 

shall say unto this 

mountain, Remove hence 

to yonder place; and it shall 

remove; and nothing shall 

be impossible unto you.  

Mark 

14.And when he came to 

his disciples, he saw a great 

multitude about them, and 

the scribes questioning with 

them. 15. And straightway 

all the people, when they 

beheld him, were greatly 

amazed, and running to him 

saluted him. 16. And he 

asked the scribes, What 

question ye with them? 17. 

And one of the multitude 

answered and said, Master, 

I have brought unto thee 

my son, which hath a dumb 

spirit; 18. And wheresoever 

he taketh him, he teareth 
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him: and he foameth, and 

gnasheth with his teeth, and 

pineth away: and I spake to 

thy disciples that they 

should cast him out; and 

they could not. 19. He 

answereth him, and saith, O 

faithless generation, how 

long shall I be with you? 

how long shall I suffer 

you? bring him unto me. 

20. And they brought him 

unto him: and when he saw 

him, straightway the spirit 

tare him; and he fell on the 

ground, and wallowed 

foaming. 21.And he asked 

his father, How long is it 

ago since this came unto 

him? And he said, Of a 

child. 22. And ofttimes it 

hath cast him into the fire, 

and into the waters, to 

destroy him: but if thou 

canst do any thing, have 

compassion on us, and help 

us. 23. Jesus said unto him, 

If thou canst believe, all 

things are possible to him 

that believeth. 24. And 

straightway the father of 

the child cried out, and said 

with tears, Lord, I believe; 

help thou mine unbelief. 

25. When Jesus saw that 

the people came running 

together, he rebuked the 

foul spirit, saying unto him, 

Thou dumb and deaf spirit, 

I charge thee, come out of 

him, and enter no more into 

him. 26. And the spirit 

cried, and rent him sore, 

and came out of him: and 

he was as one dead; 

insomuch that many said, 

He is dead. 27. But Jesus 

took him by the hand, and 

lifted him up; and he arose. 

28. And when he was come 

into the house, his disciples 

asked him privately, Why 

could not we cast him out? 

29.And he said unto them, 

This kind can come forth 

by nothing, but by prayer 

and fasting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Luke 

37. And it came to pass, 

that on the next day, when 

they were come down from 

the hill, much people met 

him. 38. And, behold, a 

man of the company cried 

out, saying, Master, I 

beseech thee, look upon my 

son: for he is mine only 

child. 39. And, lo, a spirit 

taketh him, and he 

suddenly crieth out; and it 

teareth him that he foameth 

again, and bruising him 

hardly departeth from him. 

40. And I besought thy 

disciples to cast him out; 

and they could not. 41. And 

Jesus answering said, O 

faithless and perverse 

generation, how long shall I 

be with you, and suffer 

you? Bring thy son hither. 

And as he was yet a 

coming, the devil threw 

him down, and tare him. 

42. And Jesus rebuked the 

unclean spirit, and healed 

the child, and delivered him 

again to his father. 
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                                         Class Exercise  

 

Some Characteristics about the Father: 

 

• He wasn’t an Angry Father. Luke 9:40 (disciples couldn’t heal him) 

 

• He wasn’t an Attention Seeking Father. _______________ 

 

• He wasn’t an Absentee Father.  _____________________ 

 

• He wasn’t an Absent-minded Father. _________________ 

 

• He wasn’t an Arrogant Father. ______________________ 

 

Outline the Passage with the main characters involved 

 

EXAMPLE: Please use the method of alliteration  

I. Brokenhearted Father 

II. __________    _________ 

III. __________    _________ 

IV. __________    _________ 

V. __________    _________ 
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Old Testament Passage to Consider 2Kings 8:1-6 

1.Then spake Elisha unto the woman, whose son he had restored to life, 

saying, Arise, and go thou and thine household, and sojourn wheresoever 

thou canst sojourn: for the LORD hath called for a famine; and it shall 

also come upon the land seven years. 2. And the woman arose, and did 

after the saying of the man of God: and she went with her household, and 

sojourned in the land of the Philistines seven years. 3.And it came to pass 

at the seven years' end, that the woman returned out of the land of the 

Philistines: and she went forth to cry unto the king for her house and for 

her land. 4.And the king talked with Gehazi the servant of the man of 

God, saying, Tell me, I pray thee, all the great things that Elisha hath 

done. 5.And it came to pass, as he was telling the king how he had 

restored a dead body to life, that, behold, the woman, whose son he had 

restored to life, cried to the king for her house and for her land. And 

Gehazi said, My lord, O king, this is the woman, and this is her son, 

whom Elisha restored to life. 6.And when the king asked the woman, she 

told him. So the king appointed unto her a certain officer, saying, Restore 

all that was hers, and all the fruits of the field since the day that she left 

the land, even until now. 

Using the Six Friends of Who, Where, When, What, Why, How, 

complete the following phrases: 

I. A Time to Relocate 

a. The WHO in the relocate _______________________________ 

b. The WHERE in the relocate _____________________________ 

c. The WHY in the relocate. _______________________________ 

d. The WHEN in the relocate ______________________________ 
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e. The WHAT in the relocate______________________________ 

f. The WHY in the relocate _______________________________ 

g. The HOW in the relocate _______________________________ 

 

II. A Time to ________________________ 

III. A Time to ________________________ 
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Teaching and Lesson Preparation 
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LESSON PREPARATION 

 

I. Pray 

 

Read the Text 

 ___Read it repeatedly 

 ___Read it from several Scripture versions 

 ___Read it every day of the week 

 ___Read the chapter before and the chapter after 

 

 

II. Answer Your Questions 

    ___Jot down questions you have about the text 

          ___Define words 

          ___Is there a place on the map you should locate? 

          ___Begin reading other Bible helps. 

 

III. Determine the Message     

  ___How can the students use the Bible precepts in everyday 

life?  

  ___List all important ideas in your text 

  ___Group or Summarize your ideas 

  ___State the message of the text in one sentence 

 

     * NOTE The message for one class might be different than 

that for another 

     * NOTE Don’t try to make the Bible say just what you want 

it to say 
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IV. Consider your plan 

   ___A good lesson has structure, an outline, a sense of 

direction 

   ___Each part of the lesson should logically lead to the next 

part 

 

VI.    Choose Your Methods 

   ___Consider your time 

   ___Consider your room 

   ___Consider your materials 

   ___Consider your students 

 

VII.  Write your Lesson Plan 
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Word Study 

WORD STUDY The importance of word study 

Word study is a system which allows the reader to look back to 

the original languages (Hebrew, Aramaic and Greek) and 

determine/translate what the author is saying. It also allows the 

reader the opportunity to gain an enhanced definition of words 

written 2000 years ago.  

The Problem  

The Bible was written in Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek; 

conversely, our language is English. Furthermore, in the original 

text of the Bible, 11,280 different Greek, Hebrew, and Arabic 

words were condensed in the same 6000 different English words. 

The problem is, how does one fit 11,000 words into 6000? The 

answer is obvious: you translate several words from the original 

language into one English word. The verb “worship” in the New 

Testament is translated by several Greek words, each of which 

has slightly different shades of meaning.  

1. proskuneo (pros-koo-neh'-o)- to prostrate one’s self (in 

reverence). Do homage; used therefore, of the ACT of worship.  

Matthew 9:18 (KJV)  

18 
While he spake these things unto them, behold, there came a certain 

ruler, and worshipped him, saying, My daughter is even now dead: but 

come and lay thy hand upon her, and she shall live.  

2. sebomai (seb'-om-ahee)- to revere, to feel awe; used, 

therefore, of the INWARD FEELINGS (as #1 is of the outward 

act.)  
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Acts 18:7 (KJV)  

7 
And he departed thence, and entered into a certain man's house, named 

Justus, one that worshipped God, whose house joined hard to the 

synagogue.  

3. sebazomai (seb-ad'-zom-ahee)- to be shy, or timid at doing 

anything. Occurs only in Romans 1:25  

Romans 1:25 (KJV)  

Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the 

creature more than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen.  

4. latreuo (lat-ryoo'-o)- to serve in official service (for hire, or 

reward); used of serving God in the externals of worship.  

Philippians 3:3 (KJV)  

3 
For we are the circumcision, which worship God in the spirit, and 

rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh.  

5. eusbeo (yoo-seb-eh'-o)- to be pious or devout towards any one; 

to act with reverence, respect and honor.  

Acts 17:23 (KJV)  

23 
For as I passed by, and beheld your devotions, I found an altar with 

this inscription, TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. Whom therefore ye 

ignorantly worship, him declare I unto you.  

6. therapeuo -to wait upon, minister to(as a doctor does); hence, 

to heal; to render voluntary service and attendance, thus differing 

from #4  
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WORD STUDY 

James 1:2-4 

Passage: 
2  My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations;  
3  Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience.  
4  But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and 

entire, wanting nothing. 

 

Word Strong’s Number to Greek Word 

Count 2233 

Joy 5479 

Fall 4045 

Divers 4164 

Temptation 3986 

Knowing 1097 

Trying 1383 

Faith 4102 

Worketh 2716 

Patience 5281 

Perfect 5046 
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SYNTAX SHEET 

Scripture: Compound Word 

 O  YES        O  No 

VERSE WORD Strong # Greek Word Pronunciation PREFIX SUFFIX BASE 

WORD 

 

 

       

TYPE MOOD TENSE VOICE CASE GENDER PERSON NUMBER 

  

 

      

 

 

 

 
1. Number of times it occurs in the Bible:                                                 

 

2. Author’s usage in the same book and other books he has written:   
 

3. Other Authors:    
                                                                                         

 
4. First occurrences in the bible:                                                             
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SYNTAX 

Syntax deals with grammatical relations between words. It is the 

process of and classifying the modes of expression presented by a 

language. In relations to nouns, the study of nouns includes cases, 

prepositions, adjectives, pronouns, and the article. In relation to 

verbs, the study of verbs includes person, number, voice, mood, 

tense, infinitive, adverb, conjunction, and participle.  

Because the verb expresses the action, it is often the most 

significant element in the expression of thought. Therefore, in 

doing New Testament word studies, understanding the Greek 

verb is frequently the key to correct interpretation and application 

of scripture. The major scriptures of Greek verbs are tense, voice 

and mood.  

1. Tense – expresses the kind of action and denotes time.             
2. Voice – expresses how the subject is related to the action.                     

3. Mood – expresses the relation of the action to reality.  

In the Greek language, the important element of tense is the kind 

of action. The character of an action may be defined from either 

of three points of view; it may be continuous, it may be complete, 

or it may be regard simply as occurring, without reference to the 

question of progress. 
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VOICES  

In the Greek language, voice shows how the subject is related to the 

action. (see chart 11)  

1. ACTIVE VOICE: indicated that the subject produces or performs 

the action.  EXAMPLE: “I extort therefore, that, first of all, 

supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made 

for all men;” 1 Timothy 2:1   

2. PASSIVE VOICE: indicates that the subject was acted upon as the 

recipient of the action.  EXAMPLE: “Whereunto I am ordained 

and an apostle. (I speak the truth in Christ, and lie not), a teacher of 

the Gentiles in faith and verity.” 1 Timothy 2:7   

3. MIDDLE VOICE: indicates that the subject participates in the 

results or outcome of the action. (This voice is unique to Greek) 

 EXAMPLE: “For they that have used the office of a deacon well 

purchase to themselves a good degree, and great boldness in the 

faith which is in Christ Jesus. 1 Timothy 3:13  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MOODS  

In the Greek language, mood shows how the action is related to reality. It 

is the relationship of action to reality. (see chart 111)  

1. INDICATIVE MOOD: describes mood or mood of certainty. It is a 

statement of fact which assumes reality. This mood simply states a thing 

as a fact.  

EXAMPLE: “I extort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, 

intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men;” 1 Timothy 2:1  

2. IMPERATIVE MOOD: a command or entreaty. It is the mood of 

violation or will. The imperative mood in the Greek makes a demand on 

the will of the reader to obey the command; it is to indicate prohibition 

and authority.  

EXAMPLE: “Let the woman learn in silence with all subjection. 1 

Timothy 2:11  

3. SUBJUNCTIVE MOOD: the mood of probability or contingency. It 

implies some doubt regarding the reality of the action. It expresses an 

uncertainly or an action which may or should happen.  

 

 

 

. 
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Mood Relation to 
Reality 

Usage of Meaning Example 

Indicative 
 
 

Mood of 
Certainity- 
reality 

Used to declare a 
statement of fact 
as something 
which is true. 
Expresses that 
which is actual, 
factual or reason. 

“Therefore being 
justified by faith, we 
have peace with God 
through our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” Rom 
5:1 

Imperative 
 
 
 

Mood of 
volition or 
will, expresses 
intention. – 
 contingent 
reality 

Used to express a 
command or 
entreaty. 
Denotes 
intention, 
authority, 
permission, or 
prohibition. 

“My brethren, count 
it all joy when ye fall 
into divers 
temptation.” James 
1:2 

Subjunctive 
 

Mood of 
probability or 
potentiality 
-probable 
reality 

Used to express 
an action which 
may or should 
happen, but 
which is not 
necessarily true 
at present. 
Expresses 
conditional or 
uncertain action. 

“But these are 
written, that ye might 
believe that Jesus is 
the Christ, the Son of 
God; and that 
believing ye might 
have life through his 
name.” John 20:31  

Optative 
 

Mood of 
possibility or 
wishing 
-Probable 
reality 

Merely presents 
an action as 
conceivable, with 
no definite 
anticipation of 
realization. 

“Grace and peace be 
multiplied unto you 
through the 
knowledge of God, 
and of Jesus our 
Lord.”   2 Peter 1:2 
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Syntax 

    Tense         Kind of Action     Time of Action               Example  

Present 
 
 

Continuous Present “Therefore being justified 
by faith, we have peace 
with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ.” Rom 
5:1 

Imperfect 
 
 
 

Continuous Action, 
 
Repeated Action 

Past “And Jesus sat over 
against treasury, and 
beheld how the people 
cast money into the 
treasury and many that 
were rich cast in much.” 
Mark 12:41 

Perfect 
 

Completed Action Action completed 
in past, with 
results 
continuing in the 
past. 

“By whom also we have 
access by faith into this 
grace wherein we stand, 
and rejoicein hopeof the 
glory of God.” Rom 5:2 

Pluperfect 
 

Completed Action Past completed 
action, with 
results 
containing in the 
past. 

“These words spake his 
parents, because they 
feared the Jews: for the 
Jews had agreed already, 
that if any man did 
confess that he was Christ, 
he should be put out of 
the synagogue.” John 
9:22 

Aorist 
 

Action as Occurring At one point in 
time, past, 
present, or future 

“For when we were yet 
without strength, in due 
time Christ died for the 
ungodly.” Rom.5:6 

Future Action to Occur Future “Much more then, being 
now justified by his blood, 
we shall be saved from 
wrath through him.” 
Rom. 5:6 
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Greek Verb Tenses: 

Expresses the Relationship of the Subject to the Voice 

Voice How the Subject is related to the Example 
Active Indicates the subject produces or 

performs the action. 
“But God commendeth 
his love toward us, in 
that, while we were yet 
sinners, Christ died for 
us.  Rom.5:8 

Passive Indicates the subject is acted upon 
or the recipient of the action. 

“And hope maketh not 
ashamed because the 
love of God is shed 
abroad in our hearts 
by the Holy Ghost 
which is given, unto 
us.  Rom. 5:5 

Middle Indicates the subject participates in 
the results or outcome of the action. 

For they that have 
used the office of a 
deacon well purchase 
to themselves a good 
degree, and, great 
boldness in the faith 
which is in Christ 
Jesus. 1 Tim 3:13 
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Greek Cases: 

 

Because nouns are the proper complement of verbs. The following basic 

information is presented: 

 

Nouns are parsed according to gender, number, and case. 

 

1. Gender- masculine, feminine or neuter 

2. Number – whether a word is singular or plural 

3. Case- deals with the way a noun is used in a sentence. 

 

CASES 

1. The NOMINATIVE CASE  is used when the noun is the subject 

of the sentence and is the one who performs the action if an active 

verb is used. The nominative case is also used when the noun is the 

predicate nominative and a linking verb is used. 

 

EXAMPLES: 

 

• The Jesus went with them… Luke 7:6                                          

Jesus is the subject of the sentence and He is performing the 

action. 

• … and she was a widow….  Luke 7:12                                        

Widow is the predicate nominative for it used with the linking 

verb “was” 

2. The GENITIVE CASE is the case of definition or description. In 
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function it is similar to an adjective. It attributes quality to the word 

it modifies. It often shows possession or ownership in general. 

 

EXAMPLES: 

 

• John did baptize in the wilderness, and preach the baptism of 

repentance for the remission of sins. Mark 1:4 

Repentance defines the kind of baptism and sins defines what kind of 

remission. 

 

• “And a certain centurion’s servant, who was dear unto him, was 

sick and ready to die.” Luke 7:2 

 

The centurion possessed or owned the servant. 

 

3. The ABLATIVE CASE is the case of separation or source. Its 

basic significance is point of departure (‘from’) it uses the form of the 

genitive but has different and distinct function. 

 

EXAMPLE: 

 

• “That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the 

commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of 

promise, having no hope and without God in the world.”  

Ephesians 2:12 

 

Commonwealth defines the source of aliens and covenants define 

source of strangers. 

 

4. The DATIVE CASE is the personal interest case.  That is, it accents 

one’s personal advantage or disadvantage. A primary use is that of 

indirect object. Many times it can be thought of as the “to” case. 
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EXAMPLE: 

 

• “The servant therefore fell down, and worshiped him saying, 

Lord have patience with me, and I will pay thee all.             

Matthew 18:26 

 

Thee is the indirect object of pay. 

 

• “Give not that which is holy unto the dogs, neither cast ye your 

pearls before swine, lest they trample them under their feet and 

turn again ad rend you.” Matthew 7:6 

 

Dogs is the indirect of give not. 

 

 

5. The LOCATIVE CASE is the case showing location or position. It 

uses the same form as the dative but context will determine its use. 

 

 

EXAMPLE: 

 

• “Now there were in the church that was at Antioch certain 

prophets and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon who was called Niger. 

Lucius of  Cyrene, and Manaen who had been brought up with 

Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. 

 

Antioch describes the location at the Church. 

 

 

6.  The INSTRUMENTAL CASE is the caseshowing the means bu 

which something is accomplished. This is often expressed in English by 

the word “by” and “with”. It also uses the same form as the dative but he 

context tells you it is instrumental 
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EXAMPLE: 

 

• When the even was come, they brought unto Him many that were 

demon-possessed. And He cast out the spirits with a word, and 

healed all who were sick.  Matthew 8:16 

 

      Word shows means by which Jesus casted out the spirits. 

 

7.  The ACCUSATIVE CASE is the case of limitation. It marks the end 

of an action. A primary use is that of being the direct object of a verb. 

 

 

EXAMPLE: 

 

• “For he loveth our nation and he hath built us a synagogue.” 

Luke 7:5 

 

Nation is the direct object of loveth and synagogue is the direct object of 

hath built. 

 

 

8.  The VOCATIVE CASE is used for direct address. 

 

 

EXAMPLE: 

 

• “And Jesus answering said unto him, Simon I have somewhat to 

say unto thee and he saith Master say on” Luke 7:40 

 

             Simon is directly addressed by Jesus. 
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EXERCISE: 

 

Match the following categories  correctly after studying the different 

cases. 

 

1 Nominative  ______       a. is used for indirect objects. 

 

 

2 Vocative      ______        b. is used when a noun is the subject or 

                                                Predicate nominative 

 

3  Dative         ______        c. Shows possession or ownership 

 

 

4 Accusative   ______        d. is used for direct address 

 

 

5 Genitive       ______        e. is used to mark the end of an action 

 

 

6  Ablative      ______        f. Shows the means by which something is 

                                               Accomplished. 

 

7   Locative     ______        g. Shows location or position 

 

 

8 Instrumental   ______      h. Shows separation or source. 
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Tools Of Bible Study 

 

Bible 

 

Several different versions of the Bible are available for use in study. Three 

basic types of translation methods are used in producing the various 

versions that are in print. Literal translations attempt to translate as close 

to the original words and phrasing as possible (e.g., KJV, NASB). Free 

translations seek to translate ideas from the original and are less concerned 

about exact words (Living Bible, The Message). Free translations are also 

known as paraphrases. Dynamic translations attempt to translate words, 

phrases, and figures of speech in ways that are equivalent to the original 

language, updating style, grammar, and phraseology (NIV). You might 

want to read your passage in each type of version, but use a literal or 

dynamic translation for your actual study. 

 

Bible Dictionary 

 

Bible dictionaries are helpful in providing information about the book you 

are studying, the culture, the customs, and the geography. 

 

Bible Atlas 

 

A Bible atlas helps to put Bible events into a geographical and historical 

context. You can find the cities, mountains, rivers, and regions mentioned 

in the text. Additionally, you can trace Paul's missionary journeys or see 

changes in the borders of countries in different epochs. 
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Commentaries 

 

Commentaries provide helpful information on difficult passages. They can 

also provide insight into the broader message of a book. Use commentaries 

to enrich your own study rather than replace it. 

 

Concordance 

 

A concordance is an index to Bible passages. By looking up a particular 

word or phrase, you can find the references where the phrase occurs in the 

Bible. This is helpful in finding a reference that you may have forgotten or 

in studying a specific topic. 

 

Software 

 

Several excellent computer programs exist to make your study of the Bible 

more complete and rapid. Computer software can provide a very fast and 

more complete means of searching the text in several translations at the 

same time. Additionally, complete study helps like Bible dictionaries, 

atlases, and commentaries are available. Another excellent help in Bible 

study is the Internet. Literally thousands of resources are on "the net" 

available free or at a small fee for your use. But be careful here. Just 

because information is on the Internet does not guarantee its truthfulness. 

For example, we ran a search on Hebrews 10:19-25 and found material 

from several cult groups. You'll probably want to stay with Christian 

publishers, churches, and organizations you know and trust. Like all 

sources of information, you must know the source's credibility on the 

subject. 

 

 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Heb+10%3A19-25
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Logos 9 

Logos Bible Software provides the world’s most advanced Bible study 

tools and an unparalleled digital library. 

 

Blue Letter Bible: 

Blue Letter Bible is a free, searchable online Bible program providing 

access to many different Bible translations including: KJV, NKJV, NLT, 

ESV, NASB20, NASB95 and many others. In addition, in-depth study 

tools are provided on the site with access to commentaries, 

encyclopedias, dictionaries, and other theological resources. Browse the 

site to see all of the Bible study tools available. 

 

Olive Tree 
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